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ARUNACHAL PRADESH
 Arunachal Assembly approves bill to establish two new districts
- The Arunachal Pradesh assembly unanimously approved the creation of two new

districts in the western and southern regions of the state during its session.
- The assembly passed the Arunachal Pradesh (Re-Organisation of Districts)

Amendment Bill, 2024, by voice vote facilitating the establishment of Keyi Panyor
and Bichom districts.

- This legislative move brings the total number of districts in the state to 28.
- Keyi Panyor district, boasting a population exceeding 30,000 inhabitants across 195

villages, will be delineated from the Lower Subansiri district. Its administrative center
will be situated in Yachuli, specifically within the Ter Gapin-Sam Sath area.

- Similarly, Bichom district is slated to be formed from territories of East Kameng and
West Kameng districts, with Napangphung designated as its principal district
headquarters.

- The state cabinet, on February 5, granted its consent for the establishment of these
two districts, aiming to streamline administrative processes for improved
governance.

 New species of Begonia found in Ziro Valley
- A new species of Begonia has been found in Arunachal Pradesh, with just two

populations in Ziro Valley.
- Begonia are flowering plants known for their colourful and diverse foliage.
- They belong to the Begoniaceae family and are popular as indoor and outdoor

ornamental plants.
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Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar to visit Arunachal on Feb 20
- Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar is set to arrive in Itanagar on February 20
for a two-day state trip.

- Official sources confirm Dhankhar's participation in the 38th Statehood Day
celebrations at Indira Gandhi Park in Itanagar.

Arunachal inks pact to set up Special Tiger Protection Force
- Arunachal Pradesh govt recently signed an MoU with National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA) to establish the state's first Special Tiger
Protection Force, boosting conservation.

- This move aims to bolster conservation efforts and protect the tiger
population within the state.

- Arunachal Pradesh, known for its biodiversity, is home to three tiger
reserves: Namdapha, Kamlang, and Pakke.

- The primary mandate of the STPF will be to safeguard the assets of the
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change department, particularly within
the tiger reserves.

- This includes preventing poaching activities targeting tigers and other
wildlife species.

- By enhancing surveillance and enforcement, the force aims to curb illegal
activities posing threats to the region’s biodiversity.
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OIL signs agreement for earth science studies in Arunachal, NE region
- State-owned enterprise OIL (Oil India Limited), the National Center for Seismology (NCS)
under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, and the Centre for Earth Sciences and Himalayan
Studies Govt of Arunachal Pradesh signed a tripartite MoU here to conduct applied
earth science studies in India, focusing on Arunachal Pradesh and the Northeast Region.

- He signing ceremony was held on Sunday in the presence of Union Minister of Earth
Sciences, Kiren Rijiju, cabinet ministers, senior officials of the Arunachal government and
OIL chairman & managing director Ranjit Rath, among others.

- Rijiju also inaugurated the Daporijo Permanent Seismological Observatory and the
Heliport Aviation Weather Observing System for the Northeast region.

- He also laid the foundation stone for 2 Doppler Weather Radars for Western and Eastern
Arunachal, enhancing the state's weather prediction capabilities.

- The Daporijo Permanent Seismic Station is the 9th in Arunachal and the 160th station in
India. It will monitor earthquake activities in the region, as the state falls under active
seismic Zone V.

- The Heliport Observing Weather Station for the North East Region has been installed at
eleven stations, eight of which are in Arunachal, with one each in Nagaland, Meghalaya,
and Mizoram.
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Arunachal receives 18 GI certificates for unique products
- The Geographical Indication Registry bestowed GI (Geographical
Indication) certificates upon 18 distinctive products originating from the
picturesque landscapes of Arunachal Pradesh.

- The recognized Arunachal GI products include Khaw Tai (Khamti Rice),
Apatani Textile, Yak Churpi, Tangsa Textile, Monpa Textile, Adi Kekir
(Ginger), Handmade Carpet, Monpa Handmade Paper, Nyishi Textile
Products, Wancho Wooden Craft, Adi Textile, Galo Textile, Singpho Phalap
(Singpho Tea), Adi Apong, Arunachal Pradesh Dao (Sword), Annyat Millet,
Marua Apo (Marua Millet Beverage), and Khamti Handloom Textile.

- The award ceremony, held on the sidelines of the State Folk Music &
Dance Festival, saw Damodar Mishra, General Manager of NABARD,
congratulating the recipients and ensuring continued support from the
bank for future GI initiatives.

- Deputy Chief Minister Chowna Mein, who handed over the Arunachal GI
certificates, praised NABARD’s initiative, emphasizing its integral role in
rural development activities within the state.



By Jai Nilling Sir
WhatsApp: 8076535685 for APPSC and APSSB Exams

ASSAM
Assam Govt set to introduce bill to end polygamy in state
- The Assam government is likely to introduce a Bill in the state assembly in December to
ban polygamy.

- Polygamy is the practice of marrying more than one person (multiple spouses).
Confederation of International Small Tea Holders’ HQ shifts to India
- The headquarters of Confederation of International Tea Smallholders (CITS) have been
shifted to India from China for the next four years which is a big achievement for small tea
holders.

- The decision was taken by FAO IGG on Tea at its 25th session in Guwahati.
- The CITS was established at the 22nd session of FAO IGG on Tea in 2016 to provide a forum
for the development of policies and solutions to strengthen the global tea smallholder
sector by acting as a convener, catalyst and source of reference, to improve the consistency
of tea policy-making on a global level.

- CITS was launched to include the consumer countries and get full support from all
stakeholders and value chains, from the field to the cup.
Fehujali, produced by Assam DGP, wins best docu award at Jaipur Int’l
Festival

- The film ‘Fehujali’ directed by Dr Partha Sarathi Mahanta who is currently posted as the
DIG of Special Task Force of Assam police, has clinched the Best Short Documentary Award
at the Best Short Documentary Award.

- The documentary delves into the plight of underprivileged youths in the state, targeted by
extremist groups as potential recruits through various coercive tactics, including the lure of
money.
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Assam’s ‘Kaji Nemu’ attains title of state fruit
- Assam's unique citrus gem, the Kaji Nemu, has officially been declared the State
fruit by the state government.

- This announcement, made by Agriculture Minister Atul Bora on Tuesday, recognizes
the cultural and economic significance of this regionally-specific lemon variety.

- Kaji Nemu, also known scientifically as Citrus Limon, stands out from the ordinary
lemon with its oval shape, distinct aroma, and exceptional juiciness.

- Awarded the prestigious Geographical Indication (GI) status in 2019, this fruit holds
deep cultural significance in Assam and other parts of the Northeast region.

- Minister Bora highlighted the unique characteristic of its year-round fruit production,
with two peak seasons, making it a valuable source of income for farmers.

Guwahati set to host first Future Skills Summit 2024
- The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), in collaboration with
the National Institute of Electronics and IT (NIELIT), is set to host the Future Skills
Summit in Guwahati today.

- The event will be inaugurated by Union Minister of State for Electronics and IT, Rajeev
Chandrasekhar.

- The Summit aims to bring together young Indians, thought leaders, industry experts,
policymakers, educators, and technology enthusiasts to discuss strategies for
catalyzing future-ready talent for India and the world.

- The Summit will focus on the impact of rapid digitization globally, emphasizing new
opportunities for young Indians in cutting-edge technologies such as Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning (ML), Semiconductors, Robotics, and
Cybersecurity.

- These advancements offer significant prospects for the country's youth.
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Tata to invest ₹25,000 crore in Assam semiconductor plant:
- Assam will soon have a ₹25,000 crore semiconductor packaging plant which will be
established in partnership with the Assam government and Tata Group, minister of
state for electronics and IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar said at the Future Skills Summit in
Guwahati.

- The government has earmarked ₹76,000 crore as a financial assistance scheme to
attract semiconductor fabrication and packaging units to come up in the country.

- The first investment under the scheme has been done by US-based Micron
Technology, which has begun setting up its ATMP unit in Sanand, Gujarat.

- The plant will entail an investment of $2.75 billion, $800 million of which will be
pumped in by Micron and the rest split between central and state governments.

- The first packaged chip from the unit is expected by December 2024.
Mission Basundhara:
- Mission Basundhara is a flagship program launched on 2nd October 2021 by
the Department of Revenue and Disaster Management, Govt. of Assam.

- Under the leadership of chief minister of Assam, “Mission Basundhara” has been
developed in a bid to streamline and resolve and to make land revenue services
more accessible to citizens.

- At a programme organised by the Revenue and Disaster Management Department in
Guwahati on Saturday, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma inaugurated
‘Mission Basundhara.’

- According to him, the objective is a critical step toward simplifying land revenue
services and providing simple access to the public for land-related tasks.
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IIT Guwahati launches India’s largest Drone Pilot Training
Organisation

- Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Guwahati has launched the largest Remote
Pilot Training Organisation (RPTO) in the country with an aim to promote the
advancement of drone technology.

- The RPTO has been launched in collaboration with EduRade.
- The Pilot Training Organisation spans across 18 acres and has the capability to fly 9
medium-class drones simultaneously.

- The RPTO will initially introduce a DGCA-Certified Medium Class Drone Pilot
Training Course which is tailored to enhance the skills of youth in North East and
other regions of India.

- It will also cater specifically to women from self-help groups (SHGs) engaged in
agriculture, identified under the Namo Drone Didi Yojna.
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MANIPUR
 Thai filmmaker to adapt Manipuri short film ‘It’s Not My
Choice’

- Manipuri film ‘It’s not my choice’ becomes the first Indian short film to be adapted
into Thai.

- The highly acclaimed 2015 Manipuri short film “IT’S NOT MY CHOICE,” written and
directed by prominent Manipuri actor and filmmaker Priyakanta Laishram, which
shed light on transgender issues and featured Miss International Queen India 2016,
Bishesh Huirem, has caught the attention of Thai filmmaker Tim Chaiyasing.

- Chaiyasing, a newcomer to the industry, is set to adapt the film into Thai, making it
the first-ever Indian short film to be officially adapted into the Thai language.

Manipur: Honda India Foundation’s ‘Project Buniyaad’ launched
- In Manipur, Chief Minister N. Biren Singh today launched Project 'Buniyaad-
Aathma Nirbharta Ka Aadhaar' in a function held in Imphal.

- The Project Buniyaad is a skill development program on hospitality management to
be implemented by the Honda India Foundation in collaboration with the Manipur
State Rural Livelihood Mission and Visan Foundation.

- It aims to provide employment to the unemployed youth from the marginal
sections of the society.

- Under this program, unemployed youth will receive two months training from
Visan Foundation in Hospitality Management and participants will be handed over
certificates from Tourism & Hospitality Skill Council.
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Manipur girl Aira Thoudam wins prestigious scholarship in Egypt
- In a refreshing breath of good news amidst unceasing conflict besieging Manipur, Aira
Thoudam, a brilliant class XI student from Imphal West district, has achieved a
remarkable feat by earning a scholarship for the esteemed AFS Global Stem Academy
in Egypt.

- Currently enrolled at Assam Valley School, Tezpur, Aira, the daughter of renowned
Manipuri filmmaker Meena Longjam, stands out among the top 150 scholars globally.

- This recognition comes from a competitive selection process involving 6000 applicants
from 15 nations for the esteemed "AFS Global STEM 2024 Academy.”

Manipur: Asian Games medalist Roshibina Devi appointed as DSP
- Chief minister N Biren Singh on Sunday announced appointing Wushu player Naorem
Roshibina Devi, who won a silver in the 19th Asian Games in China, as DSP in Manipur
Police department.

- Roshibina Devi, a resident of Kwasiphai in Bishnupur district, made headlines with her
silver medal win at the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou, China.

- Her exemplary journey in Wushu began with a bronze medal at the World Junior
Wushu Championships in 2016, followed by a gold medal at the World Wushu
Championship in Texas the same year. Notably, she also secured a gold medal at the
Moscow Wushu Stars Championship in Russia in 2023, adding to her growing list of
achievements, which includes the prestigious Arjuna Award in 2023.
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MEGHALAYA
Meghalaya’s first microbrewery ‘The Yeastern Civilisation’
- Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma on Friday inaugurated the first microbrewery cum
restaurant – The Yeastern Civilisation (TYC) at Laitumkhrah in Shillong.

- The restaurant cum bar will offer fresh beer to people made from local ingredients.
The Chief Minister termed the initiative as a unique project.

First International Water Conclave inaugurated in Shillong
- The first “International Water Conclave,” organised by the Ministry of Jal Shakti and
Meghalaya government, with support from the partner agencies, was inaugurated in
Shillong by Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma on Friday (February 9).

- The two-day conclave is being attended by delegates from Thailand, Nepal, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Vietnam and stakeholders from different agencies and
international institutions.

- As part of the conclave, a Shillong declaration will be signed by delegates from
different parts of the country to share best practices and models for conservation of
the water bodies and sustainable management of water resources.
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‘Mission 10’
- Meghalayas 2024-25 budget, titled Mission 10, outlines a
comprehensive plan to propel the state towards a $10 billion
economy by 2028.

- With a focus on revenue generation, infrastructure development,
and social welfare, the budget aims to drive economic growth and
improve the lives of citizens.
IIM Shillong launches India’s first Gati Shakti Research Chair
- The country’s first 'Gati Shakti Research Chair' will be established
at the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Shillong.

- The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW) has
collaborated with IIM-Shillong to set up India’s first ‘Gati Shakti
Research Chair’.

- This initiative aims to discuss the multimodal logistics development
strategy focused on connecting the North Eastern Region (NER)
with wider national and international regions to fortify the local
economy.
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MIZORAM
Mizoram: CM launches 3 sericulture projects to benefit 700
families

- Chief Minister Lalduhoma inaugurated three major projects under Silk Samagra-2
of the Sericulture Department at the Thenzawl Golf Course auditorium.

- The event marked the initiation of projects worth a total of Rs. 2552.44 lakh,
aimed at bolstering the silk industry in various districts of Mizoram.

- The projects unveiled by Chief Minister Lalduhoma include:
 A Rs. 624.47 lakh Eri Project tailored for the Lai Autonomous District, set to

benefit 100 beneficiaries.
 Mulberry Project, valued at Rs. 588.36 lakh, for Chakma Autonomous District
Council, catering to the needs of 100 beneficiaries.
 A Rs. 1339.61 lakh Muga Project, is poised to have a transformative impact on
sericulture across the entire state of Mizoram.

Rs. 500 crores sanctioned under PM-DevINE in 2022 for Mizoram
- A sanctioned amount of Rs. 500 crores for the construction of the Aizawl Bypass
Road on the western side under the PM-DevINE Scheme.

- Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had initially announced this allocation in
2022 during the presentation of the Union Budget.

- Rs. 100 crores for the Pilot project for the construction of Bamboo Link Road at
different locations in various districts in the state.
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‘Local All-Natural Soda’ hits $1.25 million valuation
-Mizoram-based startup Tui Bon Natural, the company behind
leading Northeast natural beverage brand 'Local All Natural Soda'
has successfully concluded its pre-seed fundraise at a valuation of
USD 1.25 million, marking a historic moment as Mizoram's first
startup to secure equity financing.

- Founded by Mizoram-native Zomawii Khiangte and Felipe
Rodriguez, Tui Bon's Local All Natural Soda non-alcoholic
beverage line showcases the unique flavors of Northeast India
through craft sodas made from indigenous and locally sourced
fruits like pomelo, roselle, orange, and dragonfruit.

Jeremy Lalrinnunga conferred with Vishisht Seva medal
- Subedar Jeremy Lalrinnunga, a 21-year-old Commonwealth gold
medal winner weightlifter, has been awarded the
prestigious Vishisht Seva Medal by the Indian Army.

- This award is a testament to his exceptional dedication and
contribution to the Indian Army and the sport of weightlifting.
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NAGALAND
LA drummer appointed as Naga American Council’s chief
musical diplomat

- Ron Whitaker appointed as chief musical diplomat for the Naga- American
Council.

- Los Angeles, CA. based iconic rock drummer, Ron Whitaker has been
appointed chief musical diplomat for the Naga- American Council by
“honorary president of Nagalim”, Grace Collins.
Venuzo Dawhuo retains Chakhesang wrestling title for fourth
time

- Venuzo Dawhuo, reigning Nagaland Wrestling Association champion and
defending champion, Chakhesang Wrestling Association (CWA)
championship, retained his title and emerged as the champion during the
29th championship held at Chozuba town in front of a 16,000 crowd on
Friday.
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Nagaland wins 40+ men’s football at National Masters Games
- Team Nagaland emerged as the winner of the 40+ men’s football at the 6th
National Masters Games Goa played at Don Bosco Engineering College, Goa.

- In the final match of the category, Nagaland defeated Kerala 2-1 to claim the
title creating history as the state has been participating in the event for the
fourth time, however, this is the first major win.

- Other events at the National Masters Games included, Athletic, Archery, Arm
Wrestling, Badminton, Basketball, Body Building, Chess, Darts Game, Football,
Hockey, Handball, Judo, Kabaddi, Powerlifting, Swimming, Shooting, Tennis,
Table Tennis, Volleyball and Weightlifting.
NCP’s Toiho Yeptho elected as Nagaland Assembly deputy
speaker

- Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) MLA S Toiho Yepthomi was on Monday
unanimously elected as the new Deputy Speaker of Nagaland Legislative
Assembly (NLA).

- Yepthomi is the MLA from Suruhoto Assembly constituency in Zunheboto
district.

- The deputy speaker post was vacant since the formation of the new House in
March.

- Speaker Sharingain Longkumer announced that NCP MLA Yeptho was the only
candidate to have filed nomination for the post and that he has been
unanimously elected unopposed as the Deputy Speaker of the House.
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 Sekrenyi festival
- Beginning with celebrity gunfire, the Angami Naga community celebrated the

Sekrenyi -cum-Mini Hornbill Festival at the state stadium in Dimapur on Saturday in
a big way to preserve and promote their all-important festival.

- Sekrenyi is the biggest and most important annual festival of the Angami Nagas
while the Mini Hornbill Festival is celebrated by the Naga tribes coinciding with
their respective tribal festival.

 Nagaland gears up to host 3rd North-East Olympic Games 2024
- The Meghalaya State Olympic Association (MSOA) convened on February 23, 2024,

in the Conference Hall to strategize and prepare for the upcoming 3rd North East
Olympic Games (NEOG) 2024, scheduled to take place in Nagaland.

- Chaired by John F Kharshiing, the Working President of MSOA, the meeting saw the
presence of Bah Finely L Pariat, General Secretary of the Meghalaya State Olympic
Association.

 Nagaland Budget 2024 introduces CM Universal Life Insurance
Scheme

- The Chief Minister's Universal Life Insurance Scheme will be fully funded by the
state government.

- A life insurance coverage of Rs 2 lakh will be given and additionally, accidental
insurance coverage of Rs 2 lakh each will also be provided for the breadwinner and
three other family members.
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Nagaland acquires 200 acres to set up Indian Institute of
Science Edu & Research

- The Nagaland State Government has already acquired and earmarked
about 200 acres of prime land for setting up an Indian Institutes of
Science Education and Research (IISER) in Sukhovi village in
Chümoukedima district.

- The establishment of and IISER in Nagaland was announced in the
Union Budget of 2015- 16, but unfortunately because of various
reasons couldn't be taken forward, the Governor said.

- An IISER in Nagaland could give the state a national institute of
importance and prove to be an immense help in promoting science and
maths education and research in the entire region.
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SIKKIM
Sikkim restores Old Pension System for govt employees
- Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang has announced the restoration
of the Old Pension System (OPS) for state government
employees appointed on or after April 1, 2006.

- As reported, Sikkim now stands as the first state in the Northeast to
implement this significant decision.
Sikkim to build world-class cricket stadium in Namchi
- Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang on Tuesday said his government
will develop the Kitam Ground in Namchi district as a world-class cricket
stadium.

- Addressing a public meeting in Namchi, he said international as well as
domestic cricket matches will be played at the stadium.

'Shravan Kumar'award
- A pioneering initiative aimed at recognizing and empowering the youth of
Sikkim for their dedication towards caring for their ageing parents.

- Under the newly announced 'Shravan Kumar Purashkar', deserving youths
from every gram panchayat in Sikkim will be honoured for their
commitment to caring for their elderly parents.

- This initiative, slated to commence on August 15th annually will award
recipients with a significant sum of Rs 1 lakh from the Sikkim government
aimed particularly at supporting economically disadvantaged families.
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TRIPURA
Agartala-Deoghar Express upgraded to modern LHB coaches
- The coaches of train No. 15626/15625 (Agartala-Deoghar-Agartala) weekly
express has been converted into modern LHB (Linke Hofmann Busch) coaches,
equipped with the-state-of-art features.

- Enroute, the train will run via Ambassa, Badarpur Jn., Lumding Jn., Guwahati,
Rangiya Jn., New Jalpaiguri, Naugachia, Bhagalpur etc.

- Conversion of this train to LHB rake will provide comfort to the enroute
passengers from northeast who visit to the holy city Deoghar for pilgrimage.
Tripura CM launches scheme ensuring universal health cover
- Tripura becomes first among small states introducing a universal healthcare
scheme for all.

- CM Jan Arogya Yojana (CMJAY), a universal health insurance scheme, providing
free healthcare services to indoor patients up to primary health centre level
and empaneled private hospitals in Tripura and outside.

- The scheme covers government employees and 5.12 lakh families with a
coverage of Rs 5 lakh per annum.
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Artists from 4 countries to perform in Tripura Int’l Puppet Festival
- Puppet theater groups from the US, Brazil, Spain and Bangladesh and six groups
from Delhi, Rajasthan, West Bengal and host Tripura are participating in the three
day festival.

- The International Puppet Festival is being organised as part of the 50 years
celebration of Tripura Puppet Theater.

- The festival is named “TIPU” which stands for “Tripura International Puppet Utsav
2024”. Apart from that, groups of puppeteers are also arriving from the USA,
Brazil, Bangladesh, and other parts of the country to showcase their art at the
festival.

'Kokborok‘
- The Kokborok is a language of Borok people who are geographically known as
Tripuris.

- It is one of the state languages of Tripura notified on January 19, 1979.
- The TTAADC has declared the Kokborok as official language of TTAADC on April
20, 1999.

- The Borok or Tripuris are inhabited not only in Tripura state but also in North-
Eastern states, Pithoragarh of Uttaranchal and neighboring countries like
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan comprising about 1.5 million in
numbers.

- The Borok or Tripuris are the branch of Boro people of Assam belonging to the
Sino-Tibetan linguistic group and racially Mongoloids.

- The British Historians has recognized this people as Tibeto-Burmise linguistic
group.
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